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coagulate as it exudes from the cuts in the vines and is then
wound round the finger or on small sticks. What is known
in the market as prime red Kassai is prepared by the latter
method, while the prime black Kassai is the product of a
boiling and smoking process, the natives apparently having
discovered for themselves the antiseptic proper ties of nmoko
without any assistance from those who would be familiar
with South American procedure. Another interesting
method of coagulation now largely adopted is the addition
of an acid sap called "Bosanga," obtained from a tree known
as the Gostns Lucanusianus. On stirring up a small
percentage of this juice with the latex coagulation
immediately takes place, the resulting mass being shaped
into balls and left to dry in the shade or stored in a
bungalow. A noteworthy fact about this Bosanga juice is
that it only coagulates the latex from vines, that from trees
or from the sources of root rubber being unaffected by it.
In extracting the root rubber the natives of the .Kwango
district and around Stanley Pool, where the particular
species known as the Landolphia Thollonii is so plentiful,
tear up the roots and, having cut them into small pieces,
expose them to the sun and afterwards put them into water.
The whole is then beaten with sticks to separate the bark.
After being dried, the rubber is shaped into sheets half an
inch thick, and afterwards cut up into little squares which
come into commerce under the name of "thimbles." A
large number of processes depend upon chemicals as their
active agent for coagulation, alum, salt, sulphuric acid,
citric acid and acetic acid being well known, in this
connection, while in a Peruvian process for treating the
Hancornia, soapy water is the agent employed.